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This paper, the seventh and last one of my project ‘Giddens and
Sociologists’, aims to explore how Anthony Giddens, one of most famous
sociologists in the contemporary world, studied works of Georg Simmel,
Alfred Schutz, Harold Girfinkel, Herbert Marcuse, Alvin Gouldner, Andre
Gortz, Michel Foucault, and Bernal-Henri Levy. The main findings are as
follows.
First, though Giddens’ references to Simmel’s works were few and
negative in 1970s and 80s, he had written an essay on Simmel in 1965 which
showed a possibility of rethinking and revising his structuration theory. He
could find various structures from micro to macro levels, if he thought
deeply the implication of identification of Simmel’s form and his structure.
Second, when Giddens constructed his structuration theory in 1970s, his
studies on the works of Schutz and Girfinkel as the representatives of
interpretative sociology were used in doing so but in different ways. He got
the idea of double hermeneutics by studying the former’s works and the
concept of invisible structure or practical consciousness by studying the
latter’s ones.
Third, Giddens’ studies on the works of Marcuse, Gouldner, Gortz,
Foucault, and Levy were interrelated with his Contemporary Critique of
Historical Materialism published in 1981. He consistently emphasized
various kinds of capitalisms and nation-states, the dialectics of control by
powers of agents, and the global society as inter-societal system.
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